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OFFICER CRAIG TIFFE: Okay. 

INSP. DANIEL DEDET: And you're—you're, uh—we 
consider you a victim. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Okay. 

INSP. DEDET: So—so why don't we--we start 

off by, uh, just introducing everybody in the room 
when we're ready? Okay. Daniel Dedet, SFPD 
Homicide. 

SGT. ANTHONY RAVANO: Anthony Ravano, SFPD 

Homicide. 


DAI SANCHEZ: Carlos Sanchez, San Francisco 

District Attorney's Office. 

ADA MIKE SULLIVAN: Mike Sullivan, San 
Francisco District Attorney's Office. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, could you please 


state your name? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. It's, uh, Craig. C-R-A- 
I-G. Last name is Tiffe, T-I-F-F-E. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Also, for the record, 

could you please state your name? 


ATTY. MICHAEL ATTY. WHELAN: Yes. Michael 

Whelan, W-H-E-L-A-N, counsel for Officer Tiffe. 

SGT. RAVANO: Thank you, sir. Okay, and now, 

uh, I'm sorry. Um. Sergeant Dedet. Sergeant- 
Inspector Dedet. Excuse me. Um. Said that, uh. 
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it was a voluntary interview and, um, at this 
point, uh, we're gonna be recording, um, both audio 
and, uh, and video [INAUDIBLE]. And, um, prior to 
that, we're open to—um, presented a questionnaire. 
Um, you can--I can read it off to you and I can 
fill it in, or you guys can, uh, fill it in 
yourself. It's regarding, you know, your name, 
star number, date of birth, age, et cetera, et 
cetera. Just biographical information. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Okay. 

SGT. RAVANO: 

Do what you guys want and we 


could— 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Do you want that now? 

SGT. RAVANO: 

Good. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

Good. 


[UNINTELLIGIBLE CONVERSATION] 

INSP. DEDET: Why don't we do this? We'll— 

we'll just hold onto it? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Oh, yeah. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay, yeah, okay, no. And 

that—that' s fine. 

No worries. Okay. So we got. 

uh. Officer Tiffe. 

T-I-F-F-E? 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Got to put my glasses on for 

this one. Day time 

There you go. Uh. Craig. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: You have a middle initial, 


Craig? 

OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 

now? 

OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
and glasses, yes. 


It's, uh, M for Michael. 

Okay. Star number? 

1312 . 

Date of birth? 

Uh ' ■■■■ 

That means you're how old right 

I'm 42. 

And how tall are you? 

Uh, 5’9". 

And how much do you weigh? 

Uh, approximately 180 pounds. 
Okay. Brown? Brown hair? 

Brown and brown. Yes. 

Do you wear glasses? 

I--I do. I wear contact lenses 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. And what sort of 

correction do you have? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn, it's corrected to 20/20. 
INSP. DEDET: Okay. Were you wearing them 


last night? 
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OFFICER TIFFE: 

Yes, I was. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

Contacts, that is. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Contacts? Okay. Are you 


currently taking any--any sort of medications? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Uh, no, I'm not. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. And, uh, your shift was- 


-is what now? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Um, I currently work 1400. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

To midnight. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. And, uh, yesterday's 


shift. Uh, how many hours' sleep did you have 
prior to come on? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn—I think it was a solid like 
9 hours. 


INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

One of my better days. 

INSP. DEDET: 

I'm jealous. Uh, do you know 


what your blood type? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, A positive. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And are you left-handed, 

right-handed, or ambidextrous? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, right-handed. 

INSP. DEDET: Right-handed? Okay. Okay, and 
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your date of appointment, please. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Uh, 2/28/2005. 

INSP. DEDET: 

And currently you are assigned 


to Mission Station. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Yes, I am. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. Do you recall when you 


were, uh, assigned to Mission? 

OFFICER TIFFE: It was the summer of 2007. 


INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. And your call sign 


yesterday, please. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Uh, 3 David 39. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Is there an Adam Boy-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

No. 

INSP. DEDET: 

No? Okay. All right. And 


we're already established, uh, 14 and 24. And, uh, 
were you plainclothes or uniform? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Plainclothes. 

SGT. RAVANO: Sorry, I didn't get the call 

sign. What was the call sign? 


INSP. DEDET: 

3 David 39? 

SGT. RAVANO: 

3 David, okay. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Yes. And your Watch Off group. 


please? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Watch Off 6. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Yeah, okay. And your immediate 
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supervisor? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, Sergeant Silver. 

INSP. DEDET: Do you know the star number by 

chance? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes, it is 4238. 

INSP. DEDET: 4238. Okay. Uh, your duty 

weapon, uh--do you know the model? Make and model? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, it's the—6-hour 226. 

INSP. DEDET: And that's .40 caliber, right? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Have you made any 

modifications to it? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No, I have not. 

INSP. DEDET: Do you carry a secondary 

firearm? 


OFFICER TIFFE: No. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Okay. The vehicle that 

you were driving yesterday, that is an unmarked 
car? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Is a silver, unmarked. 
INSP. DEDET: Okay. Do you recall the 

vehicle number? 


OFFICER TIFFE: No. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And were you the driver 

or passenger? 
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OFFICER TIFFE: I was a passenger. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Where were you seated? 

OFFICER TIFFE: In the front passenger seat? 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Fantastic. Thank you so 

much for that. Okay. You want to go or— 

SGT. RAVANO: Yeah. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, is it okay if I call 

you Craig? 

OFFICER TIFFE: By all means, yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. All right, Craig. I—I 

realize this is kind of a--a--a, urn, intimidating 
scenario or intimidating setting, uh, but just try 
to relax and—and, you know, just tell us, uh, what 
happened. Just if you could tell us what happened. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Sure. Urn. My partner and I, 
uh, we had just got a cup of coffee. We' re—we 
was, um, I don't remember exactly where we were 
when the call came out. 


INSP. DEDET: Hm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, near 24th Street, um, in 
the lower 4 car, um—call comes out with, um, a man 
chasing another man with a knife. Um. We're 
really close by. Uh, units—units are—you know 
all on the air, you know— 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Going to the call. Um. I 
believe I —I —I just put us on the computer backing 
whatever unit. I don't remember. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. Like I said, we were 
really close by. Um. We turn, um, uh, in the 
broadcast it was at--they were last seen running 
from 24th to 25th, on Folsom. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So, uh—we travel—we turn a 
right onto Folsom. I don't remember if we turned 
right on 26th or 25th. Um. But nonetheless 
shortly after going northbound on Folsom— 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: My partner, um. Officer Reboli, 
uh, he alerts me to, um, two guys hovering near a 
car, a parked car. 


INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I initially only see one 
and he is, um, he's—he's hovering near the 
driver's side door. The side view mirror. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. Reboli parks the car, you 
know, plenty of distance behind there. Um. As I 
get out, I can see there's a second, uh, subject. 
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He's also, um, hovering near the side view mirror 
but on the opposite side. He's directly across 
from the other guy. 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. And the passenger side 
door. Um, my partner goes to make contact with the 
guy on the driver's side. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I approach from the rear on 
the—um, passenger, approach from the rear. As I 
get approximately a car length away, um, I look in 
this guy's face. We make contact. Um. My--my 
star is on my chest. It's out--out of my outermost 
garment. Um. He has this, um, I don't even know 
how to describe it other than like a blood lust 
crazed look on his face. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. You know, I--everything at 
that point was kind of surreal. I —I —I announce 
myself as a police officer. I--I asked him to step 
away from the car. In the process of doing this, I 
find myself walking towards him. Um. And he's not 
saying anything to me. Um. So he--he fails to 
comply to move from the car. I can't see, um, 
when--because he's facing the other guy, whom I see 
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the left side of his body, but he--he's--he's 
looking at me, um, or at least when I first saw 
him. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: As I get close to him, he's not 
listening to me. His--his left-hand goes up. I— 
uh, I grab him. And I--I grab him in the back, uh, 
shoulder area. I don't know if it's--you know, 
behind the neck. It was the back area. I didn't 
grab him by the neck. It was like should or back 
or somewhere. Um. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I pull him from the car and at 
that point I see his right arm is down by his side. 
And he has something on his hand. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. So I tell him to get on 
the ground. Um. I spin him around to take him to 
the ground. And as I do so, he--he come--he lunges 
up at me with his right hand. Um. I push him 
away, disengage and he takes a swipe at me. Like 
around my chest. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I—at that point, I—in 
that process, uh, I sense, and I think I even seen 

To 
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out of the corner of my eye, my partner coming to 
my aid. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. So as I push him back, um, 
I know that my partner's to my right. Um. I can't 
say if I saw him. I just—I know we've been 
partners for years. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm 

OFFICER TIFFE: Since 2006. I have— 

INSP. DEDET: [OVERLAPPING] [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

OFFICER TIFFE: I know he's right there. Um. 
When I get about, um, the distance between, um, I 
don't know. Sergeant Ravano and I, maybe 3 feet? 
INSP. DEDET: That's how far you've pulled 

back. 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. I can see that—this guy 
is holding a--a very large knife. Um. It's—it's 
in the air. He's, um, um, I had--I can't remember 
what direction he's facing when I first see the 
knife but he's waving it--he initially, um, you 
know, takes a step in my partner's direction. I 
pull my firearm out. Um. I yell at him to drop 
the knife down. Um. I don't remember exactly what 
I said. Uh, I--I definitely said, uh, "Put down 
the knife." Um. I believe that I said, "Put down 
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the knife or I'll shoot." 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. At this point, um, I hear 
my partner yelling things. I can't make out what 
he's saying. 


INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um--I'm focused on the guy, um, 
he—the knife's flowing in the air. I hear shots. 
Um. I remember hearing shots. I don't know how 
many. And then I see like--the knife go in the air 
again and I remember thinking like--where is the 
other guy? He's going after the other guy. Um. I 
pull the trigger. Um. I believe I shoot one time. 
Um. And I--I see the suspect fall to the ground. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. At that point I—I look—I 
look over. Suspect's not moving. Um. And then 
from that point it's kind of like--kind of like out 
of body experience. Um. I just—I remember re- 
holstering my weapon and just like--I felt like 
everything's moving in slow motion. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I re-holster my weapon. I 
grab my radio. My radio is in my back pocket. And 

I have, uh, I keep the cord with it, with the mike. 
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And I grab the mike. And--I remember yelling, 

"Shots fired." I don't know how many times I said 
it. But I just felt as though my radio didn't 
work. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, the next weird thing was 
Eric's in the street. He yells at me, "Put it out. 
Put it out." So I look--I look at the address. 

I'm trying to find the address. Um. I--I feel 
like I'm keying my mike. But I just feel it like 
radio's not working. Uh, I look at the ground. I 
see a radio on the ground. And I--I think that 
somehow my mike has been disconnected from my 
radio. That's the--my thought process. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, it takes me a good, I don't 
know how long because everything moved in slow 
motion. It could have been seconds but it felt 
like minutes to me. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I patted myself down and I 
realized, "No, this is my radio." And I--that's 
when I realized that's Eric's radio 'cause Eric 
doesn't have a mike attached to his. He keys his 
manually from the side. So at some point Eric had 
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dropped his radio. But then that weird experience, 
I felt as though my mike was disconnected from my-- 
it's—I'm not transmitting. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I hear units come on scene. 

And, uh, I hear, you know, . Urn. 

That's pretty much the extent, other than, urn, I 
remember giving instructions, the some responding 
officer, uh--uh, I didn't remember this last night 
but I gave instructions to one of the responding 
officers-- 


INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: To close down 20—I think, 
whatever intersection was right there. I said, 
"Put a crime scene tape." And then 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

INSP. DEDET: [OVERLAPPING] Okay. What 


happened after that? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I saw an officer giving, 
um, CPR or, you know, pumping the chest, doin' 
somethin' like that. Uh. From that point I was, 
uh. Sergeant Montoya came to me and, you know, 
asked me if I was okay. Asked me if I shot. Um. 

I told him I shot. And he just asked me what 
direction I shot. I told him what direction I shot 
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INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. And then they—I was 
escorted, uh, to Mission Station. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I don't remember the officer's 
name. Um. That drove me there. They got so many 
new faces at Mission, uh, I don't--he's a midnight 
guy. I don't remember his name. I know he had 
like a hyphenated name. I tried to--I tried to get 
it but-- 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

INSP. DEDET: All right. So let me just go 

over, uh, a couple of the details and please bear 
with me. Uh, I'm going to try to elicit as much 
detail as you can remember, okay? Uh--you and your 
partner were getting coffee near 24th Street, I 
believe. You said, right? When a call came in? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. We--we--wel1, we had had- 
-we had got coffee around 9:30. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, on 24th and Noe. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And then we drove, uh, down 
24th Street, uh, 24th and Noe is in the Mission 2 
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car. 


INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
Mission 4 car. 

INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
approximately where 
heard the call? 


Hm-hmm. 

We drove down, um, into the 

Okay. 

Uh— 

Do you recall where you were— 
you were at when you first 


OFFICER TIFFE: I know we were east of Folsom 


Street. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I want to say we were on 
24th but I don't exactly remember. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And the cross street 

would have been approximately what, if you recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. It would have been like— 
Alabama but I--I'm not sure. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: We were some—somewhere like 


really close. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Okay. Very good. And, 

uh, put yourself out on the computer as responding. 
There was other-other units responding to the 
scene as well. And I--I believe you said that the 
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call was one man chasing another man with a knife. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Correct? Okay. Uh. I just 

want to clarify a point. When you guys got to 
Folsom, you went--you turned northbound on Folsom 
so that means you would have been on 25th at some 
point, or what was it? 26th? From when you turned 
onto Folsom north-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes, I don't remember what, uh, 
whether it was 25th or 26th. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: That we drove up. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, as you were 

approaching the scene, your partner is Reboli. Uh, 
what's his first name? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Eric. 

INSP. DEDET: Eric? Okay. So Eric alerts 

you that there's some commotion going on, on your 
side of the street. And-- 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: And you're the front passenger. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And you look up and you 

see a person, uh, near the driver's mirror of a 
parked vehicle. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: That's correct. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, initially you didn't 

see the second person? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Initially I did not see. 

INSP. DEDET: No, okay. How far from that 

parked vehicle did you guys stop your, uh, unmarked 
car? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um--it was a—it was at least a 


full car length's. 


INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 
OFFICER TIFFE: 
INSP. DEDET: 


Full car. 

Yeah. 

At least that, huh? 

Yeah. 

Okay. What was the lighting 


like? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. It--you know, it was dark. 
INSP. DEDET: Hm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: There's a--street lamps. Um. 
You know, 24th is well-illuminated but Folsom 
Street, there are some dark spots and I don't 
recall where — 


INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: The street lamp was. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um— 
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INSP. DEDET: Well, let me ask you this. Did 

you have any problem identifying what you were 
looking at? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, I believe you 

stated that, uh, Eric approached the guy in the 
street. You were out of it far enough and you 
realized that there was somebody on the sidewalk, a 
second individual on the sidewalk, directly across 
the guy on the dri--on the driver's side, correct, 
huh? That gets a little confusing, I know. I'm 
confusing myself right now. [LAUGH] 

Q: We'll strike that from the record. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

Q: Motion granted. 

INSP. DEDET: Thank you, sir. Uh. So both 

of you and Eric get out of the car. Eric 
approaches the individual who's standing in the 
street. Correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. You see that there's a 

second individual standing on the sidewalk and at 
the side of the vehicle. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: And that's when you begin to 
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approach him. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, were you--were you 

able to maintain visual of Eric where he--to see 
what he was doing with the other guy as you were 
engaging the individual on the sidewalk? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn—no. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. You were focused on the 

guy that was in front of you. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, do you recall 

if in the broadcast, uh, they gave a description of 
who, uh, the--the aggressor was or who--the victim 
was? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, no, I don't remember a 
clothing description. I remember, um, just 
Hispanic males, 30s, about 5'5". 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

Q: Their position was consistent with the 

way your partner—you found them in an area that 
was consistent with where your partner was? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: And were the two individuals 

that, uh, you contacted, did they, uh, resemble the 
description that was broadcast? 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yes, they--they were both, um, 
Hispanic males and they were short. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And so was there any 

doubt in your mind that you had identified, uh, the 
two individuals for which the call was placed? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, I—I totally believe 
these two were involved. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh. As you began your 

approach on the guy that was standing on the 
sidewalk, I believe you described that he was 
facing a parked vehicle, uh, looking in the 
direction of the street. Is that correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Or—or facing the—but actually 

looking over his—looking towards you, as you 
approached. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. That would have been 

looking over his left shoulder, I presume? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, what were you 

wearing? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I had a black baseball cap on. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I had a black, um, like a 
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Nike zip-up hooded jacket. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. Black t-shirt. Uh, dark 
jean pants and--black Nike shoes. 

Q: And your star is where now? Describe it 

[UNINTELLIGIBLE]. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. My star was, um, affixed 
to a--a silver chain. Um. It was--located about, 
um, right here, which--middle of my--middle of my 
chest. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. And it was--out of my 
outermost—outer—most outer garment. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

Q: It was displayed. It wasn't covered. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Correct. It was not covered. 

INSP. DEDET: Did, uh--do you typically wear 

it like that or did you produce it—for this 
contact ? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I always wear it out. The 
only time I ever conceal it is when, um, I'm doing 
an operation that would need me to, if I needed to 
conceal myself in a crowd. 

INSP. DEDET: Uh— 

OFFICER TIFFE: I would obviously conceal it. 
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INSP. DEDET: Okay. So for this event it was 

already out. 

OFFICER TIFFE: It was already out. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, in your radio, 

do you wear the earpiece or—or—is the microphone 
open for others to--to listen to? 

OFFICER TIFFE: The microphone is open for 
others to hear. 

INSP. DEDET: Do you recall if there was any 

chatter going on, on the microphone? During your 
approach? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I don't recall. 

INSP. DEDET: So when you first encountered 

this individual, you could see his left but not his 
right hand? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Correct. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And you gave him 

commands to step away from the car? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Did he comply? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Do you recall how—how 

many commands you had to give him before you 
actually had to move in on him? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. The whole time I was— 
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closing the gap-- 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I believe I just told him one 

time. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And when you got to one- 

-uh, I believe you indicated you grabbed it—his 
left arm and you put your hand on his back? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And it--was that an 

effort for you to control any—any aggressive 
movements [UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

OFFICER TIFFE: [OVERLAPPING] Yes, and I—I 
did that, urn, I actually believe that maybe--he-- 
there was no recognition in his face. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, so I--I either believe--I 
thought possibly on something-- 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Possibly so enraged with what 
he was doing that he couldn't recognize my voice 
so, um, at that point I didn't think verbal command 
was gonna work. I decided that, um— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Physical--I'm gonna have to 
make physical contact with him. 
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INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, and—and—I don't 

know if--you will be able to answer this or not but 
do you recall if at that moment you--you still had 
in your mind, you were still thinking about the 
call, there was a knife involved? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I was--I was thinking-- 
there was possibly a knife involved. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: But I didn't know who had it. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And you hadn't identified one 
as of yet. 

INSP. DEDET: I hadn't identified. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Okay. Okay, very good. 

Q: And you grabbed him--his left arm with 

your left hand. And right arm around his back? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

Q: Okay. And when you did that, did you 

give him any additional commands? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um--happened really fast. 

Q: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I moved him away from the 

car. 

Q: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And at some point really 

25 

Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0134-15 - 001492 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Craig Tiffe - OIS 15-003 - 
DATE NOT INDICATED 


quickly I--I saw his right hand— 
Q: Okay. 


OFFICER TIFFE: So— 

Q: As he started moving away from the car? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. And that's when I saw he 
had something in his hand. 

Q: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So—I—I'm so close, all I can 
think was--my first reaction was to take him to the 
ground. 

Q: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So I told him to get on the 
ground. 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: While I attempted to force him 


to the ground. 


INSP. DEDET: Like guying him or tripping him 


or—do you recall? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Uh—I wish I could trip him. 


I'm not very good at that — 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I—yeah, I just tried— 

INSP. DEDET: Try to off-balance him— 

OFFICER TIFFE: Off-balance him and force—use- 
-just use my weight to force him down. 
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INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, how did he 

respond to your efforts? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. We kind of—we kind of 
moved, um, I'm kind of moving to my left — 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And he came with me. And I--I 
just saw his—right hand come up. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um— 

INSP. DEDET: In front of him? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, come up towards me. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: He came up towards me. I just- 
-at that point, I just disengaged. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I pushed him away and then he 
swipes at with me—what—whatever he had in his 
hand. 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And— 

INSP. DEDET: Did you recognize it at that 

point in time, what that — 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh— 

INSP. DEDET: The object was? 

OFFICER TIFFE: It was so fast and I--I was 
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gettin' out of the way. I didn't see until he 
completed his swipe and then he--he took a stance, 
um, like this. 


INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 


OFFICER TIFFE: So he— 


INSP. DEDET: With the knife pointing down or 


up ? 


OFFICER TIFFE: The knife was pointed up. 
INSP. DEDET: Pointed up? Okay, so this is 

the knife. 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: In his right hand? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. He was--he was turned 
around. I didn't even— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, so is it safe to say 

that as you attempted to off-balance him, that he 
must have somehow stepped to—to maintain his 
balance and he [spun] with you? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And you were controlling 

his left shoulder? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: All right. And trying take him 
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down on that side? And as he started to turn 
toward you, his [UNINTELLIGIBLE] left shoulder, 
that you were able to push off? So did he actually 
face you before he swiped at your? I mean, that 
you--you saw the knife? Or was he kind of sideways 
tryin' to— 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, yeah, I—I don't recall 
and--and I don't think he was--kind of bent over— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: When he swiped at me. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: That's why I don't—um, I don't 
really think he--I think I was lucky in that sense. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Because he was bent over, he 
didn't have full— 

INSP. DEDET: The range. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Full range. 

INSP. DEDET: To reach you. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And he couldn't, you know, 
stab. It had to be a swipe. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And not to mention as I'm--he 
may have been trying to stab and because I'm 
pushing away at the same time, the stab motion 
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ended up being like 

a swipe. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

It' s—it's hard to-- 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. I understand. And I 


realize that everything happened like that. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: 

You know. I'm just trying to 

slow it down to see 

if--how much information, uh. 


you know, you [UNINTELLIGIBLE] and how much 
information, you know, how [UNINTELLIGIBLE] you can 
remember. You know, by--by doing this. Uh. That- 
-so—you pushed him off and he stood there with the 
knife blade pointing it up. Uh, we're not really 
clear if it was in his left hand or right hand. 

Uh, how far away was he from you at that instant? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Um. Really--really close. Urn. 

INSP. DEDET: 

Closer than you and I? 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

About--about this — 

INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

It could be a foot or two more 


distance-- 


INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 

But no more than that. 

INSP. DEDET: 

But very close, uh, had he 


lunged at you, he would have reached you. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh. All right. And 

what was your immediate response when you saw him 
standing there in an offensive position with a 
knife in the hand? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I pulled my gun out. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And did you say anything 

to him? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. I—I told him, "Put down 
the knife." 

INSP. DEDET: And how did he respond to that 

command? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. He—he didn't—he, uh. 


continued to wave the knife. 

INSP. DEDET: How'd he wave it? 

OFFICER TIFFE: It was just —just like—just, I 
don't even know. 


INSP. DEDET: Kind of like a—X? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, kind of like moving it 
all like this. 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I know he took a step. 

Urn. He initially took a step--onto the sidewalk. 
Well, he was on the sidewalk but more—it's a very 
large sidewalk. Urn. He kind of took a step 
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towards my partner's direction. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And then, um, I know I had my 
gun out. I heard my partner yelling at him. I 
don't know what was said. Um. 

INSP. DEDET: This is simultaneous as you're- 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: As he's waving the knife and 

you're telling him to drop the knife? Your 
partner's also giving him commands? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And your partner by that 

time, uh, had he made it to the sidewalk? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And how far away from 

you was he? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. 

Q: If you know. 

INSP. DEDET: If—if you— 

Q: Don't guess. 

INSP. DEDET: Yeah. 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was also in close proximity. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was a little bit farther— 
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INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, away from me than the 
suspect was to me. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, was he to your 

left or to your right? 

OFFICER TIFFE: My partner was to my right. 

INSP. DEDET: To your right? Okay. And 

would it be a fair representation to say that you 
guys had triangulated? Your position's 
triangulated with position with, uh, this person 
with the knife? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. We had blocked off two 
avenues so he had a couple areas he could have 
moved to. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: One which would have been to 
the rear of the car. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Or another would be to the 
front of the car. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: If he was to move away from us. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Which he did. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. So had he moved to the 

front of the car, that would have been going north 
towards 24th. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. All right. And, uh, you 

said at some point you saw this individual step 
towards your—towards your partner? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Was he still waving or 

motioning with the knife in similar fashion-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um— 

INSP. DEDET: As he was [UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

OFFICER TIFFE: [OVERLAPPING] I just know—I 
just know the knife was raised. I don't-- 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Remember like— 

INSP. DEDET: You say "raised", uh, was it 

raised above his head or, uh, raised that high 
level, if you recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, I don't recall. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Okay. Uh, and then you 

heard shots? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, he then--then he moved 
into--in between two cars. 
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INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So in front of the parked car, 
the very original parked car that we— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: We made contact with these 
guys. Um. 

INSP. DEDET: And where was the other dude at 

that point? If you know? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, I don't know. Um. So to 
the best of my knowledge, that he was still, um, in 
the general area, really close. 

INSP. DEDET: And we're talking about the 

other individual that — 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Had been involved in the 

conflict with him? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Was there another parked 

vehicle in front of the one that we've been 
referencing? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, and just to clarify 

the question that the counselor just asked you, uh, 
did you know where the other individual was? As— 
as this person moved to the front of the original 
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parked vehicle? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I did not know for certain. 

INSP. DEDET: All right. And at what point 

did you hear, uh, weapons being discharged? Or 
your weapon being discharged? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. When the guy with the 
knife was in front of the original parked vehicle. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And who was it in 

proximity of this location, if you recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I can just see him— 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So I can see, um, my partner to 
my right. I can see the guy with the knife. And 
then there's me. I don't — 1 don't see anybody 
else. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. How close was this 

individual to you guys? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. 

INSP. DEDET: When you heard the shots? 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was—um— 

INSP. DEDET: If you recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was a little farther— 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: From me at this point so he was 

probably from here to the wall? Maybe 5 or 6 feet. 

36 

Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0134-15 - 001503 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Craig Tiffe - OIS 15-003 - 
DATE NOT INDICATED 


INSP. DEDET: Okay. And was he facing? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um— 

INSP. DEDET: [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was—he was kind of moving 
in different directions. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So at some point he was facing- 
-at some point he was turning away. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. When he's moving in 
different directions, I see him start to move 
actually, um, it appeared that he focused on 
something. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: He gets to in the street. Um. 
What area of the car would that be, like, um— 

INSP. DEDET: Between the two parked cars? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Well, if this is the front of 
the car, like the driver's side? This is the front 
bumper. He's in this general area. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. He—he looks like he 
focuses in on something. At this point I've 
already heard shots. I see him raise the knife. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, and it—it—it's above his 

head. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I believe it to be above his 
head or it's—or it's extended out. 

INSP. DEDET: In a stabbing motion? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: At that point, that's when I 

fire. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And--and did you see 

what--what he had fixated on or who he had fixated 
on? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, in the moment? 

INSP. DEDET: Yeah. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I didn't not. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And--and--what did you 

perceive was happening in that very moment? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um--I believe that he was going 
for the other guy. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Is that why you fired? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And, uh, I believe you 

said that you discharged your weapon twice, or 
once? And I don't remember-- 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Um— 

INSP. DEDET: You said it once. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I believe it was one shot. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I would be surprised but 
not shocked if it was two. 

INSP. DEDET: When was the next incidence 

that you became aware of--of the other individual 
that you thought was being pursued? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, it was really close. Um. 

As I explained in my brief narrative, um, I had the 
experience with my radio. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. The first uniform officer 
I see on scene is Officer [Cabio]. Um, he 
immediately finds the other guy. The other guy 
was, um, I believe like cowering down on the 
driver's side—near the driver's side, uh, rear 
tire. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So I--I just—I have visions of 
[Cabio] like comforting that guy. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And--you know, I--I don't hear 
what is exchanged. 
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INSP. DEDET: Okay. Very good. Uh, when you 

discharge your weapon, do—do you—do you know 
which direction this individual was facing? In 


[UNINTELLIGIBLE]? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh— 

INSP. DEDET: Was he--I'm sorry. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I believe him to be facing-- 
what direction would that be? I believe him to be 
facing southbound. 

INSP. DEDET: Southbound. Towards 25th? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And--and the knife was 

raised? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. [INAUDIBLE] Did you 

have an occasion to see the knife after the 
shooting? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I did see the knife after 
the shooting. [NOISE] Just--just by chance, 
actually. Um. 

INSP. DEDET: And where was it in proximity 

to where, uh, this person was? [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. A few feet. 

INSP. DEDET: Few feet? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 
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Q: When--when did you see it? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh— 

Q: Was it before you got brought back to the 

station and we all later went out to the scene or 
did you see the knife at the scene before you were 
taken? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I saw the knife at the scene 
before I was taken. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um--and it was—after I gave 
instructions to another officer to put up crime 
scene tape and close the intersection. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: That's when I looked and I saw 
somebody—they were giving medical assistance to 
the guy who was shot. And I saw the knife in the 
street. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Do you have any idea who 

handcuffed that person? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No. And—and I don't even 
remember who was in the CPR. I remember that 
thinking of who it was but—uh, I--I don't know. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Actually, now that you asked 
that — 
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INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 



OFFICER TIFFE: 

Uh, I 

believe 

Eric 

handcuffed 

him. 







INSP. DEDET: 

Okay. 

You're 

talking about 

Eric 

your partner. 

right ? 





OFFICER TIFFE: 

Yes . 





INSP. DEDET: 

Your, 

uh, firearm. 

after you 


holstered your firearm and, uh, you were taken to 
Mission Station, what happened to that weapon? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. That was taken by, um, CSI 


and range personnel. 

INSP. DEDET: Were you given another one? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I was, yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Did you, uh, retain it in a 

holster, uh, from the time that you discharged your 
weapon up until the time that it was collected by 
CSI? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Had you ever seen either 

of these two individuals prior to this event? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. No. 

INSP. DEDET: Never had any contacts with 

them, correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: And I--I say that—um, with a 
mindset that I still don't know who they are so— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, there would be a 
possibility, you know. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Because I've been in the 
Mission so long, I've contacted so many people. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I've made so many arrests that 
I could— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: But because it wasn't time to 
even find out the name or even be close enough to— 
see their face — 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: You know? Um, the encounter— 
the guy that I had the encounter with, like I said, 
his face was something out of the movies. It 
seemed—seemed distorted. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, the best way I can describe 
it is like blood lust, so I don't even know if I 
had had contact with him— 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: In the moment, would I even 
recognize him. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. So neither one was 

recognizable to you. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Correct. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Now--his crazed look, in 

your—your training and your experience, what do 
you attribute that to? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, one--one of two things. 

Um. Either drug use. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And, you know, some type of 
heavy, um, drug that would alter your mental state. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Not just like a--you know, a 
depressant or something but something that would 
alter your mental state, or, um— 

Q: As opposed to alcohol intoxication. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. Um. Or like a blood¬ 
thirsty, uh, focus, like if their intent on doing 
somethin', um, violent that's not really in a, uh-- 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: You know, some type of violent 
felony where your normal person just can't do. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 
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Q: So drug-induced or mental illness. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Okay, and, uh, uh, is it 

safe to say that when you first became aware of 
this person's demeanor, for lack of a better term, 
that it, uh, raised a lot of flags in your mind? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. Yes, it—it raised flags. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Uh, concerns as to how 

he may respond? Whether cooperative or not? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. My--my first concern was 
he--he doesn't recognize, um, he doesn't 
acknowledge anything that's goin' on. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: There's no like--normally I 
say--I police--I say, "Police," they have some kind 
of response, whether it's--they tell me to F-off 
or— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: They tell me, "Hey, I'm glad 
you're here." But whatever it is, it's some kind 
of like recognition— 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: There's nothing. 

INSP. DEDET: This guy's kind of looking 

right through you then, huh? 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. So to reiterate, uh, and 

in your assessment, is it safe to say that he was 
of altered state of mind? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. And I believe we 

established either because of mental illness or 
drug use? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Is your assessment? Okay. 

Q: Yeah, excuse me. Uh, regarding just, uh, 

you say--you say you been shot once or twice. Do 
you remember topping off your mag and having one of 
the--one of the chambers you normally carry a full 
magazine and one of the chamber. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I do, yes. 

Q: You do. And you recall seeing a 

magazine, full mag, and essentially, uh, putting 
your firearm battery so you have, uh, 13 shots in 
there. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I had 13 shots in there, yes. 

Q: Okay. When you said initially, you know, 

"Put the knife down," uh, after, uh, the initial 
swipe, right? I mean, that was a loud, clear 
command, were you yelling that at that point? Or 
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was it--was it very audible to others around? Even 
if they were not in regular conversation or 
earshot ? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I believe if someone was 
on that street, they would have heard that, yes. 

Q: When he had that knife--knife up, when he 

stepped towards your partner, he had the knife 
raised, right? And he moved in between the two 
cars. You said you possibly believe that he was 
actually going for the other guy. Was that ever 
something that obviously went through your mind 
that this blood-thirsty person may be going for 
that, uh, the other individual who at that point 
you knew was there but you didn't necessarily know 
his proximity? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes, the—the last time I had 
saw him was on that side of the car. Um. Where my 
partner had made contact. So, um, I believed he 
was still there. 

Q: Yeah. And that was of paramount concern 

at that point because you've seen this person 
exhibit, uh, certain behavior that you describe 
blood-thirsty, blood lust, you know, and obviously 
there's something chemically wrong with this person 
or, you know, mentally imbalanced. Uh. When you 

47 

Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0134-15 - 001514 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Craig Tiffe - OIS 15-003 - 
DATE NOT INDICATED 

first said, "police" and you said there are two 
types of people. The ones who will tell you to go 
F off or the ones who are glad you're here. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

Q: Uh, was this one of those people that-- 

that you initially took to be someone who was gonna 
tell you to F-off just based on their actions and-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, I didn't, um, I don't—I 
wouldn't say that I--I made that judgment in my 
mind. Um. My concern was, he doesn't recognize. 
And I don't mean that in a sense like he doesn't 
recognize I'm police. That didn't cross my mind. 
It's just a fact that he's not acknowledging what's 
goin' on. 

Q: He didn't care who you were. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

Q: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So I was uncertain if he--I was 
police--if he thought I was police at that--at that 
point—it—it didn't matter. 

Q: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: You know? So it's—it just 
became like a safety issue. A safety for myself, 
my partner, this—this other guy, at that point, 
uh, what's really going on in my mind is—this is 
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probably the guy that was chasing. But I don't--I 
did--I don't see the knife. So, you know, I 
respond to a bunch of calls and sometimes there's a 
knife. Sometimes there's not. Sometimes he's 
chasin' him with a stick. So, and his--you know, 
it is night time so I don't see a weapon but I 
believed he was the chaser. And the guy my partner 
has is the chase. So I'm thinkin' this guy is, you 
know, totally not acknowledging me. He's looking 
right through me. 

Q: When you guys first got on the scene—I'm 

sorry I'm going back there a little bit. Did you— 
illuminate anyone with your flashlight or did your 
partner illuminate anyone with flashlights? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. 

Q: If you can recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No, I don't—I did not—I know 
that I did not. Um, I don't recall if my partner 
did. I could definitely see very well the guy that 
was in the street. So I don't know where the—the 
street lamp was but he was—I can see him. Now I 
could not see their hands 'cause like I don't know 
if I described it well enough, they are both 
hovering over the vehicle. So they're like- 
leaning on—on it. 
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Q: On the front of the vehicle. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah, so they're not just like- 
-if this is the vehicle, they're not just like away 
from it. Uh, they're like on it. And I just 
thought it was odd. So. 

Q: In terms of your mindset at--at the point 

where you initially saw the—saw the knife and then 
the subsequent actions, almost emotionally, like 
what kind of--what were you feeling at that point 
or like, hey, this guy gonna kill someone? Is this 
guy gonna run away? Or--[INAUDIBLE] but — 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. It's—it's a very 
interesting question I've asked myself over hand 
over. Um. My—my instinct was he's—he's gonna 
attack someone. He just attacked me. Um. He is 
focused on his goal. And his goal, which I come to 
learn, was—and when I say "I come to learn", is 
the call is man chasing another man with a knife. 

Um. Okay. As I already established, sometimes I 
go to calls that may or may not be the case. In 
this case because my initial actions with this guy, 

I believe he is intent on using that knife on this 
guy. And I say that because I announce myself as a 
police officer. He—he doesn't drop the knife. I 

grab —if—I grab him, tell him to get on the floor. 
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Instead of dropping the knife, he swipes at me. 

Um. So these things--I don't want to say they're 

going through my head but that's--these are the 

quick decisions I'm making in the moment. You 

know, he swipes at me. I tell him to put down my 

knife. I don't know if I said it, "Put down the 

knife or—or I shoot" because I hear that. I play 

this over in my head. And I hear it. So I heard 

it. So either I said that or my partner said that. 

He still doesn't put down the knife. He's in--he's 

intent on something-even with—I hear at least one 

shot. I still see him raise the knife. And I 

remember one thing I said to myself right before I 

pulled the trigger, I said, "Oh, my God." And I 

pulled the trigger. And I said that because I 

thought he—was—gonna harm this other guy. I 

didn't know if he—the guy was right—he was 

looking at the guy. The knife comes up. Though it 

wasn't blade-down. It was blade up. Um. I didn't 

know if the guy was right here within arm's reach 

of him or he was going after him but I saw that he 

was fixated so to answer your question, these are 

the quick things—this is out of like 10 seconds. 

These are the things going through my head. I 

didn't have the opportunity to like say, "Oh, shit. 
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This guy's gonna kill someone." It's just like — 
no, these actions are developing, my instinct--my 
instinct is responding this way. Therefore I 
believe he's gonna try to kill this guy. 

Q: Thank you. Urn. And you said, you just 

mentioned 10 seconds. Um, did you recall from the 
time you guys came 97 and you got out your call, 
how long this, uh, event took? 

ATTY. WHELAN: I want to remind you of our 
discussion about time. And the zone that you were 
in at which time was from your experience point of 
view. So don't be guessing. I you have a real 
honest sense of it, that's fine but I think it's 
really clear you were in a focused zone where it 
might be difficult to estimate time. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. Um. 

INSP. DEDET: And to illustrate that for you, 

I'm going to play 10 seconds for you just so—now 
that you're not under stress, see how long 10 
seconds really is in a controlled environment. 

Here we go. [PAUSE] 

ATTY. WHELAN: Yeah. 

INSP. DEDET: Seems like a long time. 

OFFICER TIFFE: It is a long time. So, um, it 

could have happened a lot faster. As--as I think I 
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described, like, uh, especially after I pulled the 
trigger, things, uh, really, really slowed down. 

And I would say, you know, even before I pulled the 
trigger. But after pulling the trigger, it was 
almost as if I was watching myself so things were 
going so slow. 

INSP. DEDET: Have you ever been involved in, 

um, any other—events that have affected you in 
similar fashion? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I've--I've experienced, 
uh, a lot of traumatic events, even before I became 
a police officer. 

INSP. DEDET: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I can't recall if I've 
ever experienced quite like that. 

INSP. DEDET: Very good. Thank you. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Um, yeah, [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

Carlos Sanchez again. Uh, Officer 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE], thank you for being here again. 

Um, glad you're—you're well and healthy and--and 
that you didn't get hurt. Uh. I just want to 
clarify a few things that, uh, [Officer] Dedet and, 
uh, [UNINTELLIGIBLE] most of it. Uh, 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE] you had one bullet in your chamber 

when you said you topped off your mag so you had 13 
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total. 

OFFICER TIFFE: That is correct. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did you have [NOISE] 

[UNINTELLIGIBLE] with you? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I did. Not on my person. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay, so were those magazines 

given to the range [UNINTELLIGIBLE] person? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. How many of those? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I had two other, um, magazines. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And at the time when you 

got out of the car, you only had, uh, just your 
weapon. No spare magazines on you. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. All right. Sir, now at 

the time that you arrived, you heard the descript-- 
any description was put out on the air, other than 
what you--man chasing another with a knife? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, it was Hispanic male, 5— 
both 5'5", uh, 30s. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I don't--I don't remember a 
clothing description. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. But you did get two 

Latin males. Uh, description over the radio. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And upon arriving or 

maybe en route, uh, did you and your partner make 
any type of plan or, uh, who was going where or 
even when you arrived and you saw the first person 
at the, uh, on the street by the car--by the 
driver's car window. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, no, we—we did not 
formulate a plan. Urn. I think as I previously 
stated, we—we—we've been partners since 2006, 
even before we arrived at Mission Station. Urn, we 
feed off one another. We've had countless 
discussions of how we're gonna handle situations. 
We've been in a lot of tight situations, uh, over 
the years. Um. So I knew it just—though it was 
not a car stop, but they were positioned as if it 
was a car stop. One's on the driver's side. One's 
on the passenger. And as we do with car stops, 
whoever the driver is, they go to the driver side. 
Passenger goes passenger. So it was just like 
natural. We just--we didn't discuss it. The only 
thing discussed was, um, my partner Eric Reboli is 
the one that's spotting. He said something to the 
effect, "There they are. Right there." And I 
said, "Where? Oh." And I said, "Oh." And that 
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was it. That was the only thing really discussed. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. So it's fair to say 

instinctively you went towards the street, and 
approached the vehicle from the passenger's side. 
Your partner went to the driver's side to approach 
the person he already saw by the mirror. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And did you see anyone 

in the vehicle? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No, I didn't see anyone in the 
vehicle. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did you look in the vehicle at 

all? 


OFFICER TIFFE: I looked in the vehicle, uh, 
initially, and I didn't see anyone inside. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And so as you 

approached, uh, now on the passenger side, could 
you have described the, uh, subject with the knife 
against the--the--the car. Did you see both hands 
on the car? 


OFFICER TIFFE: I could not see his right hand. 
DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And, urn, I was, to be honest, I 
was so taken back by looking at his face, uh, I 
didn't initially even see his left hand. My--when 
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I first saw him, 'cause I looked at his face, and I 
was kind of taken aback by what I saw. So as I got 
closer, his left hand came up and I saw it. And I 
still didn't see his right hand. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Could you describe, and I know- 

-just kind of slow it down a little bit in your 
mind, could you describe what you saw initially? 

Was the subject initially facing you? Was he 
facing the other side? Was he crouched down? Was 
he standing up? Was he--what you saw in your head. 
Where was his head? Was his body--was he-- 
kneeling, standing? 

OFFICER TIFFE: He--he was standing. Urn. Kind 
of leaning on the car. Um. His body was facing 
the street so that'd be westbound. Uh, he's facing 
the other individual. Um. He--he just turns his 
head to look at me as I'm coming up on him. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And we look at each other in 
the face. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Were you making any type of 

command as you were walking or as you approached 
him? 

OFFICER TIFFE: As I'm—as I got to the vehicle 
of my--uh, and we look at each other in the face, 
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um, I say, "Police." And, um, I'm almost 100 
percent, uh, positive because he, um, I get this 
sense that he doesn't un—he doesn't recognize so 
I—even point to my star, which is right here. Um. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And at this point you had not 

taken out your weapon, correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I had not taken out my weapon. 
DAI SANCHEZ: Did you have anything in your 

hand? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I had nothing in my hand. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And you're motioning 

with your right hand that you're pointing towards 
your star? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And you did that why? 

What did you perceive? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. Just in case he doesn't 
understand what I'm saying, you know? So he at 
least he has something to look at that I can be 
identified in because I know I'm in plainclothes. 
You know. Um. So I'm motioning to my star so 
maybe he can focus on—on that. You know, and 
though—you know. Even people that might not be 
able to read English know that that's police. In 
my experience, in the Mission, so that's at least 
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the best I do. I'm like--I'm almost positive I--I 
went like this. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did you recognize him, did he-- 

acknowledging your star in any way or looking at 
it? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I never—no. Urn. I can't tell 
if he looked at it. I can't--like I've said, 
there's no--right, I can't even say he acknowledged 
anything. It's like he looked right through me. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. Is that when you saw 

that he had that intent look, as you describe? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I saw that immediately. So, 
but, you know, even before I said, "Police." You 
know. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did he say anything? 

OFFICER TIFFE: No. Never once. 

DAI SANCHEZ: So he didn't--he hadn't said 

anything at all. I—now you said he looked very 

focused on his face. And when he looked through 
you, did you see--that he looked very focused or 
was he focused across as he was looking westbound? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. When I first saw him, um, 

I don't even recall if I saw him looking westbound. 
'Cause when I came up on him, we—we immediately 
looked at each other in the face. And I 
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immediately had this in my mind, like, taken aback, 
like, wow. He's looking right through me. 

DAI SANCHEZ: When you first saw him, about 

how far were you--you came in on the same car that 
he was on? Or were you a couple cars behind? When 
you first saw him? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. We were about a car length 
behind. So, uh, I approached from the rear. We 
parked in the street. Urn. In that first lane 
right there. He's on—on the sidewalk. So I 
approached from the rear. Uh, once we made eye 
contact, I'm close to the sidewalk and I'm close to 
the rear bumper. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. Rear bumper that he is 

on. That--that--the same car that he is— 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Hugging, let's say. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And you said he did turn 

to you. Did he turn toward you when you first made 
the initial command, uh, to get on the ground or 
what were you—when did he turn toward you? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. 

DAI SANCHEZ: You remember, I don't 

[INAUDIBLE]. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. I tell him, "Police." 

He—he doesn't acknowledge it. I'm--the whole 
time, I don't stop moving towards him. Uh, I'm 
moving--at some point, um, he turns towards me. 

And I see that he has an object in his hand. At 
this point I'm really close. So I never stopped 
and talked to him. I--because he never—he looked 
through me. So, um, I decided at that—well, I'm 
just — I'm not gonna stop. If he would acknowledge 
me, I would have stopped and talked to him. You 
know, and—but he didn't acknowledge so I--I moved. 
I, you know, I understand the severity of the call 
I was going to so I didn't know what he intended to 
do. Uh, he wasn't responding to me. I moved in. 

Um, at some point, um, he started to open up to me. 
But I—um, I was closer than I am to Sergeant 
Ravano at the time he opens up. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: And, uh, I think that he—he 
takes a step towards me but I--I could be mixed up. 
It could be I'm actually grabbing him at that 
point. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And tactically you're moving at 

a high speed. And you're walking fast or are you 
running? 
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OFFICER TIFFE: I am not running. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: I'm walking. And I—I don't 
know if I'm walking fast. I don't know if I'm 
walking slow. 

DAI SANCHEZ: At--at a certain point you, uh, 

you're placing your partner, you believe he's on 
the--to the right of you. Could you expand on 
that? Was this when you were on the sidewalk? Is 
your partner on the sidewalk? To--to the right of 
where? In what direction are you standing when you 
feel he's on the right of you? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Oh, okay. Um. I am—I'm on 
the sidewalk. Um, like I said, it's a very large 
sidewalk. Um. I'm probably in the middle somewhat 
between the building line and the curb line. Um. 
There is a--tree that was north of the parked 
vehicle that we've been discussing. There's a 
parked vehicle in front of the parked vehicle. Um. 
My partner is north of me on the sidewalk to my 
right. Some way near that tree. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. Great. Thank you. Uh, 
did you hear your partner talking to you or making 
any kind of commands to the subject? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I just—I don't—I don't 
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acknowledge what's said. I know I'm yelling. And 
I know my partner—I'm—I'm hearing my partner yell 
something. But I don't know what he says. Like I- 
-like I said, I--I know I said, "Drop the knife." 

I hear "Or I'll shoot." That might have been me. 

I don't know. So. But I hear, you know, "Or I'll 
shoot." It might have been me. It might have been 
my partner. But I do--like I said, I do hear him 
say stuff. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay, want to back you up just 

a sec. When you first acknowledge that your 
partner to your right, this before or after you 
were trying to take the subject down? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, as I go hands on, I--not 
only do I sense my partner come towards me. I 
catch him out the corner of my eye. But I don't--I 
don't, uh, recognize where he's at because I'm 
gettin' twisted around in the same process. It's 
not until, um, I focus on the guy in question. I 
see the knife as I'm pulling my gun out. I 
actually see my partner to my-- 

ATTY. WHELAN: After you disengaged with this 

guy. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: All right, so you see the 
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knife, then you disengage. You pull your gun out 
and by this time you already saw your partner to 
the right of you? So-- 

ATTY. WHELAN: No, he disengages when there's 
a motion towards your chest. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

ATTY. WHELAN: You don't see the knife until 
after you disengage. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. I see he's holding an 
object. He makes a motion towards my chest. I 
disengage. During that struggle, I see my partner 
coming to my aid. But to be specific with your 
answer, at what point do I know that he's on my 
right? North of me? It's as I'm pulling out my 
weapon. I'm already disengaged from this--the 
subject with the knife. Right. And then I know my 
partner's right there. I see him just north of me 
on the sidewalk. 

DAI SANCHEZ: What are you feeling right 

there at that time? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I think this guy is gonna 
kill me. And I--to be honest, I feel a sense of 
relief that I--I didn't get stabbed. Urn. And, you 
know, um, I'm praying he drops the knife. I--I 
don't want to shoot. You know, I--I--you know, I 
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took the job understanding what I had to do in the 
line of duty, but I never prayed for this. So--you 
know, that's why I said, my thought might have--my 
words to myself was, oh, my God. So I wanted him 
to drop the knife and he didn't. Urn. So. I 
believe he was gonna kill me, if given the 
opportunity. And get--kill anybody in his way. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Now when you said he swung at 

you, made a motion, he had it with his right hand. 
Correct? And—was that correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And he had it upward, 

right ? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, he--when I first saw the 
knife, it is how you have it described, yes. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: But that is after he already 
took a swing at me. 

DAI SANCHEZ: That was after. 

OFFICER TIFFE: When I first saw his right 
hand, I—it was so close, it was--he had it held 
down by his side. I didn't see what was in his 
hand. Um. Even when he swung at me, and I'm 
moving away, I didn't see what he had. It wasn't 
until I was a--about myself and Sergeant Ravano's 
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distance, about 3 feet, and it was in his hand. I 
see that it was a very, you know, a large knife. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Now when you saw that was he 

facing you, was his body to the side of you? So is 
his left side towards you or was he facing--facing 
you? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I don't—I don't recall 
what--yeah. I don't recall. 

DAI SANCHEZ: So right after that you--you 

pulled--you pulled your gun out. Was he 
continually moving or--was the subject moving 
around? You mentioned something that he was 
turning. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes— 

DAI SANCHEZ: If you could elaborate. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So our—our struggle, we were 
spinning around. So as I disengage, um, I don't 
see how he recovers. Uh, I know the disengagement 
did not knock me back physically. I just had taken 
a step back and I moved him away. Um. As I also 
described, he was—because I had my weight on him, 
I'm bigger than him. Um. He's—down. I'm bending 
his body down. And he swipes that way, towards my 
chest. And I--I spin him around. He's moving 
around. At this point, everything's so slow 
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motion. Um. I can't tell, like, I can't really 
describe his movements. I know he--he has the 
knife in his hand. And the knife is moving. 
Everything's going so slow. He moves towards my 
partner. My partner's screaming. I'm screaming. 
And even he moves into the street. 

DAI SANCHEZ: At what point did you hear the 

shots fired? As you're describing the way you just 
did. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, I know he's—um, in between 
the two cars, is when I--when I hear the shots. 

Um. Yeah. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did those shots make you think 

there was another threat, additional threat to 
anyone else or that—that it might have triggered 
you to fire? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, no. I don't think those 
shots, um, um, in—I can Monday Morning 
Quarterback, but in the moment, I just —I just 
believe that, uh, this guy is tryin' to kill 
someone. And— 

ATTY. WHELAN: And he raised the knife. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

ATTY. WHELAN: After you shot, he's got the 
knife out. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. After I hear the shot, 
I--I see the knife go up. And that's when I shoot. 
The knife goes up, which compels me to shoot. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. And when the knife went 

up, was he facing towards your partner? Was he 
facing towards you? Was he facing towards the 
street or the car, if you can recall? 

OFFICER TIFFE: He was facing, um, southbound 
Folsom. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: So he had—he had—it—it 
seemed to me he had fixated on something, even when 
the shots are goin' and the knife goes up. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And when you had the gun in 

your hand, again, if you slowed it down, uh, where 
was—where was the gun? In front of you? Were — 
were you holding it with both hands? Where were 
you shooting at? 

OFFICER TIFFE: The gun was in both hands. Um. 
It was raised. Um. Pointing. From the instant I 
pulled my gun out, um, my gun was on the guy with 
the knife. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And were you aiming—body mass, 

head shot, what were you thinking or if you were? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. I don't—I don't say I was 
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aiming because for example I can describe it this 
way. I'm kind of a weird, uh, when I--when I--go 
to the range. They'll tell you within a certain 
distance, you know, just shoot. You don't need to 
like close one eye. I always like to close one 
eye. Um. At this point, I just--I had it raised. 

I didn't like close one eye to target a specific 
spot. I raised it, pointed, it's close proximity. 
Um. And I believe that if I shot, I would have 
hit. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. Now it was right after 

you fired your shot that you noticed the subject go 
down. Did you see your partner, where he was at 
that point? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um. No. Um. I know he was to 
my right. 'Cause I can—I can just feel him and 
then, um, but when I see him go down and everything 
really slowed down. It's already slow enough. But 
it really slowed down. Um. I just remember 
looking to see if the guy with the knife is still a 
threat. I see he's not moving. Um. And I just 
remember just--kind of almost like watching myself 
re-holster my weapon. And then that's when I got 
to—I got to put it out and I start putting it out 
and I see my partner, uh, go to the subject with 
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the knife. And I believe at that point that's when 
he handcuffs him. 


DAI SANCHEZ 


You were still on the sidewalk 


at that point, seeing the subject between cars? Is 
that fair to say? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, no. He—he's in the 
street. 


DAI SANCHEZ: 


He's in the street? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Near the--the front bumper. 

ATTY. WHELAN: Left. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Left front bumper, yeah. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And you remained on the 

sidewalk. Were other units arriving or were you 
hearing any—sense—any units arriving? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I could and not--to--step 
by step, I--my first thing is I get shut--I go, 
"Shot." I got on, I said, "Shots fired." I have 
my little experience with the radio. Urn. Then I 
hear units coming on. 

ATTY. WHELAN: You broadcast on your radio or 
was it, uh, Reboli's that you picked up and 
broadcast-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: I did not pick up Reboli's 
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radio. Yeah. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Did you--right after you--you 

put it on the radio, uh, did you notice anybody 
else there? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, the first person I noticed 
was, um. Officer [Cabio]. Uh, I saw--actually, I 
saw someone respond. I couldn't tell who it was. 
They were across, um, and somebody yelled out, 

. " And then I seen the--Josh [Cabio] 
run over and he really--he went straight towards, 
uh, the other guy. 


DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: The guy that was not shot. 

DAI SANCHEZ: And you believed the situation 

at that point was Code 4. You did not—or were you 
thinking of the other subject that you guys had 
initially approached or the person that may have 
been—the person with—not the knife, but the other 
person that your partner first saw and you saw on 
the—on the street side by the car? By the 
driver's side. 


OFFICER TIFFE: I'm not sure what—what you're 
asking. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Well, do you recall--or if you 

do recall or wonder where the other subject was 
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that was on the street when you first arrived at 
the scene? 

OFFICER TIFFE: When? 

DAI SANCHEZ: At--at the point after you put 

it out on the radio, after you shot to--after you 
fired— 

ATTY. WHELAN: I thought you just said he was- 
-I thought he just said he saw [Cabio] with this 
individual? 

DAI SANCHEZ: So— 

ATTY. WHELAN: So it's not clear what 
timeframe or when you're asking. So let's start 
again on it. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Right after you put it out on 

the radio-- 

OFFICER TIFFE: Hm-hmm. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Over the radio, "Shots fired." 

Did you wonder where the other subject was? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. No. And I'll say that 
because, uh, I—I just—it was just—it was surreal 
moment. I just, you know, um, I believe the guy 
with the knife was dead and I just—I couldn't 
believe that happened. So to answer your questions 
100 percent honest, no. I've— 

DAI SANCHEZ: Okay. 
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OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Yeah. 

OFFICER TIFFE: But, you know, thank God within 
minutes I--uh, not even minutes, sorry. I didn't 
even know the time. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Yes. 

OFFICER TIFFE: [Cabio]—I see [Cabio] with the 
guy. And I said, "Oh, my God." And I nodded and 
said, "Oh, my God." Right. 

DAI SANCHEZ: Right. Thank you [INAUDIBLE]. 

SGT. RAVANO: Urn, so couple--one--one of 

which is a very basic question. I ask everybody. 
You taking medication, whether the cold medication, 
allergy, prescription, anything whatsoever? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Urn. I do take a allergy 
medicine once, uh, for food allergies, once in a 
blue moon. Uh, I'd say maybe one every couple 
weeks ? 

SGT. RAVANO: Have you taken anything in the 

last 72 hours? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, no. 

SGT. RAVANO: Any form of prescription or 

over the counter drug at all? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, if—if I did, it would have 
been a Zyrtec and it would have probably been on 
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the hour of then 72 hours. 

SGT. RAVANO: All right. Um. I know you 

said, uh, that you identified yourself as police 
[INAUDIBLE] start. Um. Let me ask you, when you 
first started responding, when you first got the 
call, you're still in the vehicle and you're 
responding to the scene, is it Code 3? Is there 
lights and siren in that--in that vehicle, even 
though they might behind the--the grill or is it 
no—no siren, no lights? 

OFFICER TIFFE: So are you asking the vehicle 
that we ' re in— 

SGT. RAVANO: Yes. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Does it have those? 

SGT. RAVANO: First does it have them. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes, it has them. 

SGT. RAVANO: And— 

OFFICER TIFFE: It just has a solid light 
that's [affixated] to the rearview mirror that when 
we illuminate it, it's red—you know, it's red then 
blue or whatever. 

SGT. RAVANO: Sure. So, um, it —so it has 

that red light center of the front windshield up 
around where the rearview mirror would be? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 
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SGT. RAVANO: And do you know whether that 

was activated, uh, when you were responding to the 
call ? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, we did not respond Code 3. 

SGT. RAVANO: Okay. Um. 

OFFICER TIFFE: We drove, um—uh, quickly but, 
um, lawfully to the scene. It was no—we—we drove 
with a sense of urgency but we also were right 
there. We didn't want to—you know, miss two guys 
running. Feel like idiots so we just drove 
normally and, you know, looking. 

SGT. RAVANO: Sure. Obviously I was just 

looking for the point of whether he could recognize 
you as police even before you came to a stop. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yeah. 

SGT. RAVANO: Um— 

OFFICER TIFFE: I don't know if at any point 
when we stopped, if Eric switched on the red light. 

SGT. RAVANO: Okay. 

OFFICER TIFFE: It—it—he could have. I don't 

know. 

SGT. RAVANO: All right. Um. It—when you 

approached the two who were on opposite sides of 
this vehicle, hovering over it, correct? And was 
that in the area of the hood or was in the center 
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of the car? Whereabouts was that? 

OFFICER TIFFE: It was, uh, side view mirror 

area. 

SGT. RAVANO: Okay. There was a point at 

which you described, um, the man with the knife 
having going back and forth in front and remember 
that ? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

SGT. RAVANO: Do you recall where he was 

looking at the time that that knife was moving? 

Uh, side-side, in front? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Uh, no, I—I don't recall 
'cause, well, as--as I've said a few times, we—um, 
him and I got spun around a little bit. 

SGT. RAVANO: And, um, just to be clear. I 

know it's very difficult, uh, difficult thing. At 
the time you showed up and you maybe fired one 
shot, you saw the man with the knife react 
afterwards, right? In—in relation to-getting 
shot. Is that correct? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

SGT. RAVANO: Um. And frankly, why did you 

top shooting? 

OFFICER TIFFE: He fell. It was almost, um, I 
felt as though it was instantaneous. As I pulled 
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the trigger, he fell. If I would have continued to 
fire, um, I would have fired into a house across 
the street. 


SGT. RAVANO: Is it fair to say you believe 

the threat had come to an end? 

OFFICER TIFFE: I believed the threat had come 
to an end. I stopped firing. I looked and--um, he 
wasn't moving. 


SGT. RAVANO: Thank you. Officer. 

OFFICER TIFFE: All right. 

INSP. DEDET: Just a couple of quick 

questions. Would you say that when you discharged 
your weapon you were within 7 yards? 


OFFICER TIFFE: Um. 

INSP. DEDET: Or approximately. 

OFFICER TIFFE: 7 yards being how many feet? 

INSP. DEDET: The distance. Uh, 7 yards 

being like 21 feet. 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, well within 21 feet, yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Well within 21 feet? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Your training at the range from 

the 7 yard line, what is that training? Is it 
point and shoot or is it to take aim? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Um, point and shoot. 


77 


Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0134-15 - 001544 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Craig Tiffe - OIS 15-003 - 
DATE NOT INDICATED 


INSP. DEDET: Point and shoot? Is that what 

you did in this case? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: Okay. Are you aware that this 

person expired? 

OFFICER TIFFE: Yes. 

INSP. DEDET: How has that impacted you? 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

It's—it's tough. 


INSP . 

DEDET: 

Okay. 


ATTY. 

WHELAN: 

You don't have to 

say more. 

INSP . 

DEDET: 

No, you don't have 

to say more 

ATTY. 

WHELAN: 

It's obvious from 

your 

demeanor. 




INSP . 

DEDET: 

Thank you. 


ATTY. 

WHELAN: 

Yep. Good job. 


INSP . 

DEDET: 

[UNINTELLIGIBLE] 


ATTY. 

WHELAN: 

Yeah. 


INSP . 

DEDET: 

Okay. 


SGT. 

RAVANO: 

Yeah. And if you 

didn't feel 

it, it wouldn't be 

real, man. 


OFFICER TIFFE: 

Thank you. Thank 

you. 

SGT. 

RAVANO: 

Thank you. 


ATTY. 

WHELAN: 

Can we have just a 

few minutes 

[UNINTELLIGIBLE] and I? 


INSP . 

DEDET: 

Sure. 
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